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Cloud computing is supposed to be the next big thing. Microsoft
has commercials showing people delayed at an airport watching
TV show episodes “in the cloud”. Lots of big companies like Amazon, HP, IBM, Dell and AT&T are pushing their own version of the
“cloud”. Even Apple is introducing iCloud. What does it really
mean? Will our stuff be in the public cloud, private cloud or both?
Is it going to give us more capabilities, help us save money and
(Continued on page 3)
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NOPC Information

Up Coming NOPC
January -Streaming Media—Should I
Cancel my Cable?
__________________________

Websites for you:
JPSO.com
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Department

Jerry Seregni’s—link- in case you slept late
and missed him on Fox8.
http://www.fox8live.com/content/features/
jerryseregni/story/Brookstone-features-totalapp-control-toys/cIH8TPlEiEmvnfafnsrcg.cspx

Windows 8 previews:http://
windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows-8/
preview

General Meetings are held on the 1st
Wednesday of the month at the Harahan
Senior Center.
Time: 6:30
100 Elodie St.
Harahan, LA 70123
—————————————————————-

Programmer’s/Advanced User
Special Interest Group (sig)
Meeting scheduled for Meetings are held
the 2nd Tuesday of every month at New
Horizons 3rd floor.
6.00 –8.00pm
Please park in rear parking garage (free).
Mike York
vp@nopc.org 738-5997
—————————————————————-

New/Intermediate User
Special Interest Group (sig)
Email your computer problems to Ray before the meeting @
newuser@nopc.org
—————————————————————

CaringBridge.org
Free, personal and private websites that connect people experiencing a
health challenge with family and friends. Allows friends and family to leave tributes to
encouraging patients.

Look for NOPC
Twitter.com

Yahoo Groups -nopc_help
www.meetup.com\nopc-club

Website NOPC.org

NOPC
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have all our stuff available anywhere we
want it, or will we only get rain and overcast
from the “cloud?”
Cloud computing involves getting data, applications and services over the Internet. You
might have your photos, music and other
files stored on someone else’s servers, rather
than on your computer. This would allow
you to access those files from any computer
connected to the Internet. You might run
web-based applications that allow you to
perform the same functions as an office productivity suite, like document and spreadsheet creation, without having any office
software installed on your PC. You might
get your email through a web-based system
and interface. For all the hype, though, it
seems that “cloud” is just another word for
the Internet.
Is the cloud just a return to the dumb terminals connected to the computer mainframe
model of computing, with the Internet now
doing the connecting?
Most of us are already doing things in the
cloud. If you have used Google Gmail on
the web, filed your taxes with the online version of TurboTax, shared photos on Flickr or
checked out your friends on Facebook,
you’ve had your head in the cloud. Even if
you host photos on your (home) network
hard drive that can be accessed by others
over the Internet, that is your own private
cloud. Think about that the next time you
are using Amazon’s Cloud Drive to store
and listen to your MP3 of The Rolling
Stones’ “Get Off Of My Cloud.”
One thing that appears obvious to me is that

Slide Scanning 2011
By Greg Skalka, President, UCHUG (Under the Computer
Hood UG), California
July 2011 issue, DriveLight
www.uchug.org
president (at) uchug.org

On the morning of October 22, 2007, my
family, like many others in northern San
Diego County, awoke to the threat of wildfires moving into urban areas. Though we
were under mandatory evacuation orders,
the need to leave was not urgent, so we
were able to pack up our four cars over
several hours. All the irreplaceable and important items we could fit were loaded, including photo albums, computer cases, external hard drives and my collection of 35
mm slides. We headed up to Orange
County to stay for a few days, and fortunately had a house to return to.
Though our neighborhood was never really
threatened, the experience left an impression on me. I’ve owned a digital camera
for 11 years, and all of the 40,000 digital
photos I had taken in that time were easily
transported with us on a single external
hard drive. Because I also kept a backup of
these files in another geographic location, I
was even less concerned about their safety.
My collection of 7300 slides taken over 32
years was a big concern, however, since
they occupied two large boxes and were
the only copies I had.
Though I already owned three film scanners at the time, I had never gotten around
to starting the scanning process, as I was
still searching for that elusive perfect scanning method. I spent more time researching
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scanning options after the fires, bought a
fourth scanner (a PrimeFilm 3600u film
scanner) and outlined my new scanning
plan in the film scanning presentation I
gave to our group in 2008 (which can be
viewed at www.uchug.org/Presentations/
Slide%20Scanning.pdf).
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connector on the other. The scanner can be
powered from AC by plugging the cable
USB end into the power adapter, or the unit
can be powered from any USB port by using only the cable.

Operation is simple, with only four buttons
on the top of the unit. The control menus
and the image to be scanned are displayed
on a 2.4” LCD display on the front of the
Three years have passed since then, and
device. The scanner can be set to scan
I’ve only scanned a few slides. Unfortunately, I’ve found dealing with these thou- slides, negatives and black & white
sands of slides is a daunting task. I’d found (negatives, I presume).
a scanner that provided good results, but
with a scan time of 1 to 4 minutes each, I’d Two plastic scanning trays are provided.
One tray holds up to four slides in their
need to spend the equivalent of 3 to 12
work weeks (of 40 hours each) to complete cardstock or plastic mounts; the other holds
strip negatives (up to six 35 mm images).
the task. I could hire out the job, but even
The trays have a hinged cover with magCostco’s photo services would charge
netic latches to hold it closed. The slide tray
$2100 to scan all my slides. Faced with a
large cost in either time or money, I wound is easy to load; the negative tray requires
up doing nothing, and so my slides still sit more effort to align the film’s notches with
in film form, vulnerable and degrading over pegs on the tray’s base. A loaded tray is inserted into an opening on the right side on
time.
the scanner near the base and then protrudes
out the other side. The tray is shifted to alFortunately my procrastination has managed to be beneficial, as there are now new low each slide to be scanned. Detents in the
film scanning devices available with much tray help index the tray for each slide or
shorter scan times. One of these is the Wol- negative, but you can also use the display to
verine Data F2D300 35mm film to digital make sure the tray is lined up in the scanner
converter (www.wolverinedata.com). It ap- correctly.
pears to contain the guts of a digital camera,
so it captures the image quickly all at once, It is best to place the slide or negative in the
rather than in a slow scan. It does not even tray so that the image in the display has the
require a computer, storing the photo files correct orientation, but there is also a menu
in a small internal memory or a removable selection to flip or mirror the image before
scanning. The brightness of the image can
SD memory card.
be adjusted to some degree before scanning
through an adjustment to the internal LED
The unit is powered from an AC adapter
and cable. The cable has a small connector backlight. The brightness can be set to one
on one end (for the scanner) and a USB
(Continued on page 5)

VOLUM E 29, I S S UE 12

MOTHERBOARD

PAGE 5

(Continued from page 4)

of seven levels from -3 to +3 (+3 being the
brightest, and 0 assumed to be nominal). By
some degree, I mean that the “camera” inside the device also appears to have an automatic exposure feature that compensates for
the brightness adjustment at times. This
means that a change in the brightness setting
does not always result in a visible change to
the resulting image.
To scan, the OK/COPY button is pressed
once; the scan takes only a couple of seconds. The unit then displays a save/edit
menu. A second button press saves the captured image to either the internal 25 MB
memory or a memory card in the external
SD memory card slot. I have only tried a 2
GB SD card in the slot, though the
product’s box says it is also compatible with
SDHC (though this is the only documentation that indicates SDHC capability). The
save/edit menu also allows the image to be
rotated 90 degrees in either direction (for
portrait vs. landscape orientation), though it
appears it only changes to portrait mode on
the scanner’s display. All of
my saved images remained in landscape orientation.
The scanner claims a 7.3 megapixel image,
which was confirmed by the 3312 x 2208
(nominal) image files I captured. The files
are saved in JPEG format with fairly strong
compression; the typical image file size is
1.4 to 1.8 MB. The scans I made were of
good resolution, with no noticeable compression artifacts. The unit I tested appeared
to crop the slide slightly, so the slide mount
was not at all visible. I made scans of slides
and color negatives and both came out well.

To copy the photo files to a computer, you
can simply remove the SD card. The unit
must be connected to a USB port on a computer (through the power/data cable) to copy
any files stored in internal memory. The
scanner can be set to provide a slide show of
stored images on its LCD screen. The unit
can also display on a TV with a display cable (which is not included), per the documentation.
Overall, I found the unit I tested worked
well, providing a reasonable image very
quickly. Even allowing an average of 10
seconds per slide to scan (to allow for tray
loading), I could scan my entire slide collection in only 20 hours. This would give me a
good quality copy of all my slides in a short
period of time. I could then use my highresolution PrimeFilm scanner on only the
select few slides where a better quality scan
might be needed in the future.
The only suggestions for changes or improvements to the Wolverine Data F2D300 I
found are:
Provide a JPEG compression adjustment,
so that images can be saved at higher
quality. The high JPEG compression
is my main gripe about the unit.
Provide a way to disable the automatic
exposure feature, so the brightness adjustment works better.
Provide a way to set the date and time in
the JPEG file, so it can be set to reflect when the original photo was
taken. The unit currently saves the
JPEG files with a timestamp from an
(Continued on page 6)
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internal clock that starts from
1/1/2008 at 12:00 PM each time the
device is powered on.

I called the support number provided with
the product (Irvine, CA area code) and was
quickly connected to tech support. The person I spoke with confirmed that the focus
Overall, I found the Wolverine Data
problem could not be corrected by any adF2D300 to be a good value. While I’d pre- justment, and that they would provide me
fer it saved images with a lower compres- with an RMA number to return it. Since I
sion, or ideally with a lossless compression purchased it from Costco (online), I elected
like PNG, its ability to scan so quickly
to save the return postage that I presumed I
makes it useful when there are a lot of
would need to pay, and instead returned it
slides or negatives to scan. It may not scan to Costco (at a store). I then ordered another
F2D300 scanner.
with the highest resolution, but it is definitely among the fastest.
My second slide scanner was a keeper. The
Chapter 2 - When Two is not Better Than image was slightly clearer than even the
borrowed scanner. Like the borrowed scanOne
The Wolverine Data F2D300 unit I used for ner, the image was slightly cropped, but this
this review was loaned to me by a member new one also had the image shifted down
slightly. I am dismayed that this product
of my user group who won it at the 2011
does not appear to be very consistent beSouthwest Computer Conference (it was
tween units in image quality, but at least I
donated to the conference by Wolverine
Data). After seeing how well it worked and got one that I am happy with on the second
try. I’m not interested in rolling the dice
how quickly it could scan slides, I puragain. Now I can get my slides digitized bechased one for myself.
fore the fire season this fall.
Unfortunately, my unit did not work quite
as well as the borrowed one. Instead of
cropping the slide image slightly, my scanner had a slightly wider view, so that the
rounded inside corners of the slide mount
are barely visible. This is not a problem in
my estimation; I actually prefer this, so I
can crop it myself later if desired. Unfortunately, the images captured are also slightly
out of focus. The problem cannot be seen
on the scanner display, but is apparent when
viewing the images full-screen on a computer display. The files captured by the borrowed scanner are noticeably clearer by
comparison.
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CLUB SUPPORTERS

A reminder for the new /Intermediate user special interest group:
Please email your questions to Ray prior to the meeting.
———————————————————————————————

Quote
He who rejects change is the architect of decay. The only human institution which rejects
progress is the cemetery.
~Harold Wilson
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The New Orleans Personal Computer Club (NOPCC) is a private non-profit organization chartered under the State of Louisiana. Its purpose is to provide an open forum for discussion
and education of the membership in the use and application of PCs, peripheral equipment and software. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the author (s) and do not
necessarily reflect those of the NOPCC , its members or its officers. The club does not verify for accuracy the articles in this newsletter and leaves verification of accuracy to its readers.
Articles in this newsletter may be duplicated as long as credit is given to the author (s) and the NOPCC. Annual Dues Schedule: Regular Member, $40/yr.; Family Membership, $60/yr.;
and Students (under 21) , $20/yr. Meetings are held at 6:30 on the 1st Wednesday of each month at Harahan Senior Center, 100 Elodie, Harahan, Louisiana.

NOPC Directory
Elected Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director At Large
Director At Large
Director At Large

Walt Christensen
Mike York
Ray Paternostro
Bill Howard
Tom Gaffney
Kevin Kratzberg
Mary Prinz

Newsletter Editor
Program Chair
Web Master
Publicity Chair

Kevin Kratzberg
A J Levy
Mike York
Tom Gaffney

president@nopc.org
vp@nopc.org
secretary@nopc.org
treasurer@nopc.org
director1@nopc.org
director2@nopc.org
director3@nopc.org

982-3705
738-5997
287-4780
831-1279
275-8961

Standing Committees
editor@nopc.org
programs@nopc.org
webmaster@nopc.org
pr@nopc.org

275-8961
586-9707
738-5997

Special Interest Groups (sigs)
Computer Programming
New/Intermediate Users

Mike York
Ray Paternostro

vp@nopc.org
newuser@nopc.org

738-5997
287-4780

Other Important Numbers / Addresses
Club Hotline
NOPC Web Site

Recorded messages. Meeting Information. Open 9:00am-9:00pm
On the World Wide Web. Our own home page and club information.

454-6050

www.nopc.org

