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Have you been wishing you had a piece of software that
would convert PDF files to text files that you can edit? And
maybe also didn't cost an arm and a leg? BCL Technologies
(Continued on page 5)

This Month at the NOPCC
6:30

Answers with Ray

7:00

Advances in Regional Information
Technology and You

Mr. Lewis will tell us about changes in technology
and how they will effect the region.
4

Editorial Bits
Con’t

Convert a PDF File to a Text File

2

Editorial Bits

Convert a PDF con’t

———————————————————-
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In Memorandum

Editorial Bits
Con’t

Kudos to Dr. Jefferson Kaye for being selected by
New Orleans Magazine, Top Doctors. Doctor Kaye is a long
time member of NOPC. He is a past winner of this award.

5-6

7

8

Mark Lewis President of the Louisiana Technology
Councilwis has MBA in Marketing from Tulane and
also worked for IBM for 13 years. Mr. Lewis also received the Technology Leader of the Year award from
the state of Louisiana in 2005.Mr. Lewis is also host
of Digital Gumbo on Wed. 6:20 am Eye Witness
Morning News. More info www.meetup.com\nopc-club
Harahan Senior Center — 100 Elodie St - Harahan, LA 70123
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NOPC Elections are Coming

NOPC Information

At the November meeting we will be
electing officers and directors to lead
the NOPCC in 2011. The officers are
President, Vice President, Treasurer
and Secretary. In addition, we have
three Directors at Large. These seven
members constitute the Club’s Board of
Directors. Each member of the Board
will serve from December 1, 2010 until
November 30, 2011 and we will again
hold elections at the November 2011
meeting. The Board meets once a
month, usually the third Wednesday, at
6:30PM. Positons available President,
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer,
and 3 at large Directors.

Meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday
of the month at the
Harahan Senior Center.
Time: 6:30—8:30pm
100 Elodie St.
Harahan, LA 70123

Any current member in good standing
can run for a position on the Board.
We are currently taking nominations.
Nominations for the Board can also be
made at the November meeting but
those members must be present to run.
If you want to know more about the duties and responsibilities of each position, please contact Mike York (club
Vice President) ( mike@gnonug.org,
504-289-4046) or any of the current
Board members.

Advantages of emailing questions:
Email questions get priority during
meeting.
More complete answers and less
delay during meeting.

—————————————————————-

New/Intermediate User
Special Interest Group
Bring your computer problems to Ray.
Yes you can bring your computer to the
meeting.
Send your questions to Ray before meeting via email. new-user@nopc.org

—————————————————————

Look for NOPC
Twitter.com
Yahoo Groups - nopc_help
www.meetup.com\nopc-club

________________________________________

Thought for the day:
I often have trouble answering my cell
phone in another room, before the call
goes to voicemail.
A younger man is faster and a
smarter man keeps his phone closer.

_______________

Are you on Facebook?
Linkedin?
Please add NOPC to your social meeting pages.
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In Memoriam
Carol Rike, Albert Fox, Dr. Frank Masingill,
Dick Armstrong, Have left to join in the
Lord.
Carol served NOPC as editor for the Motherboard.
Dr. Frank Masingill wrote the OLD Rambler
column for years and more.
If anybody has additional memories of these
servants to NOPC or others who have joined
the Lord, please email your editor at
editor@nopc.org.

________________________________

Coming Soon to an NOPC
Meeting Near You!
October— Greg Wilde
The Hitchhiker's Guide to Google
November—Elections
Ricardo Mesa—”Unlocking Hidden
Treasure with a Library Card.”

Editorial Bits
By Patrick Libert, Editor, Danbury Computer Society, CT
www.dacs.org
dacseditor (at) optimum.net
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all
other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).
Computers and Healthcare
We have all probably had it “up to here”
with the health care debate. Medicine is in
the twenty-first century; medical record
keeping in the nineteenth!
Pet peeve? When I visit my physician’s
office, a new computer monitor adorns the
exam room. Is it used to access my medical history during my visit? Not in the
least! It’s much easier to leaf through a
copious file folder, unable to find (once
again) whether or not I had a recommended exam the previous year. Time
wasted: several minutes which could have
been better utilized to discuss current
health topics.

December—Private Investigator Danny Abel.
Subject to change without notice.

In my opinion, the only in way in which we
are going to accelerate this modernizing
process is to use the populist approach.
Tell your doctor(s), your hospital, your
medical insurance company that you de(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

mand an immediate improvement. You
will be pleasantly surprised at the power
of a letter or of an email. I do it all the
time; so can you!
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seen a gobbledygook of mixed messages
and ads surrounding the article you really
want to read?

Install this free bookmarklet in your
browser’s bookmark bar, click on the
Social Networking
bookmark after you have chosen the page
That relatively new phrase now permeates our you want to see. Abracadabra! All the clutdaily conversations and actions. The press
ter on the page is removed.
sometimes depicts this new web-based activity
as a waste of time, a fad which will eventually Many of you may already be aware of this
disappear. On the contrary, this is a technosite http://www.komando.com/. Kim Kological evolution which can help everyone.
mando has a syndicated nationwide radio
show and columnist. Her site has a multiWhoa! Hold on for a minute. Let’s not just
tude of useable information for all comthink of this as an online dating service, or an puter users, PC or Mac. I have bookactivity reserved for teens. On the contrary,
marked many links found on her web site.
social networking is a remarkable way to communicate with existing and long-lost friends
Snowtape (http://snowtape.com/)
and family with little delay.
I have been experimenting with the free version of Snowtape. This software allows me to
In my case, having several siblings and friends listen to a radio stream and record at my
in Europe, we are now able to rapidly exchoosing any portion of the broadcast. It then
change comments, photo albums and various transfers automatically to my iTunes music
files thanks to social networking sites such as gallery for future listening. There are other
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. I would even similar applications but, so far, this is my fainclude Skype as a form of social network be- vorite.
cause we can speak to and see each other and
bring our family communications to a degree Browser Speed
never before possible without crossing the At- Being primarily a Mac nut, my principal
lantic.
browser is Safari. I also use Firefox and Opera
10.10 regularly. Less frequently, I have used
Were I not retired, I surely would be actively Flock and, very recently, Chrome now that I
participating on LinkedIn to broaden my pro- have an Intel mac.
fessional knowledge and network.
I like Firefox but find it to be at times a little
slow compared to Safari 4. There appears to
be a lot more going on in the background with
New and Notable
Firefox which may explain the speed differenReadability! (http://lab.arc90.com/
tial.
experiments/readability/)
How cool is this! How many times have
you opened the link to a web page and
(Continued on page 5)
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Chrome is mean and lean. It is very fast on my
Mac and as it adds more functions and extensions, I may use it more often, ever mindful
that as a Google product, it probably is the
equivalent of having a spy cam watching all
my actions.
Opera continues to amaze me with its multiple
capabilities allowing the browser to serve as
your email program, your RSS reader and
many other functions integrated in the
browser. The latest release is version 10.10 but
there is much more coming from the developers. I have been a beta tester for Opera since
mid-2003 and I can tell you that this is an exciting venture. The speed of the latest version
matches that of Chrome but in a much more
complex offering. Stay tuned.
Lala (http://www.lala.com/)
After reading last month that Apple had
bought lala, I joined their site and began to
delve into their music library. According to
some, Apple’s motivation for this investment
was to have the capability of having members
not only download their mp3 music but to
have the option of assembling a music collection “in the cloud.” Great idea!
Lala has an extensive music library which one
can download to one’s computer or, at a much
lower cost, buy and add to one’s lala “cloud”
collection. I used the free 30 song credits offered for joining to save many different songs
in my new account. I can sign on to my account on the lala.com site, access my
“collection” and play it through my computer.
If networked to my home audio system, I can
listen to this music in different rooms.
The cost? The price to download a song varies
from $0.79 to $1.29. However, adding a song
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to the cloud collection: TEN CENTS! In my
opinion, that makes it a very attractive way to
compile a substantial collection of one’s favorite music.
——————————————————-(Continued from page 1)

has such software called easyConverter Desktop that costs about $20.
That sounds like a good buy to me.
But it only works with Windows (2000,
XP, Vista and Win 7). So that leaves a
lot of people, namely Linux users, out
in the cold.
The good news is that BCL also has a
free, online utility that does the same
thing. And your operating system
doesn't come into it. Open your
browser and go to http://
pdfonline.com/pdf2word/index.asp
and take a look.
On the left side, under a header that
says “Convert PDF to Word for Free”
you'll see a place to browse your
computer and select a file. Note that
there is no need to provide your email
address, since you'll just download
the file directly.
Find your file and double click it (or
click once then click Open), then click
the Upload and Convert button. Press
it only once, and wait; larger files may
take a while to upload. The conversion is pretty fast, under a minute for
the one or two page files I tried. There
is a 2 MB limit on uploads, so really
big files won't work.
This part is where, if you wanted to do
a lot of files, or large ones, it would be
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

great to have an application on your
computer to do it—thus eliminating the
time to upload.
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rectly rather than downloading it got me
a Read Only file, which of course I
couldn't edit. So for editing purposes,
save the file before opening.

Make your choice by clicking a radio button, then click OK. You now have a text
file you can edit. And the quality is very
nice, too—for mostly text documents. I
tried a PDF file that I had originally created in OpenOffice Writer which contained a calendar in a table. The results
You'll see that the file is a rich text file
(.RTF or .rtf) which can easily be opened were not pretty! And for a postal PDF
by Word, OpenOffice Writer, Abiword, or which was a requisition form using tables, the results were somewhat better
other word processors or text editors
but still unusable since the tables overand be available for editing. When you
lapped, hiding some of the text.
save it you can save it as a .doc if you
On the other hand, I made a list of data
like.
(several rows and columns) in an
The dialog asks, What should (your
OpenOffice spreadsheet, exported it to
browser) do with this file? The first
choice is to open the file with the default PDF, then uploaded it and converted it.
application (mine showed OpenOffice) or When I downloaded this file, it was perfect—and perfectly editable.
you can choose another from a dropThe next step is downloading the text
file. I'm not sure why the instructions
say to Right Click on the link to
download the file, because for me at
least it didn't work. I Left Clicked instead
and the download dialog opened.

down list. The second choice is to save
the file, and if you choose Save the file,
your download manager will save it to
the default location—or you might get a
Save as dialog and choose where to
save it. One caution: opening the file di-

For me, using Ubuntu Linux, this free,
online version is a good thing. Windows
users have a choice of the web version
or the computer application. And
pdf2word gives the best results I've seen
for this kind of web application.
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CLUB SUPPORTERS
THE SECRET GUIDE
TO COMPUTERS
The Secret Guide is available at every New
Orleans Personal Computer Club General
Meeting. The latest printing is available for
only $15.00. Or contact Ray Paternostro either
at: secretary@nopc.org or (504) 737-9099.

Inspiration:
"It is our choices that show what we
truly are, far more than our abilities."
J. K. Rowling

Humor :
“A scout troop consist of 12 little kids dressed like schmucks following a big
schmuck dressed like a kid.”
Jack Benny

September 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 General
Meeting

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 New/ intermediate
Sig

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
BOD meeting

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

The New Orleans Personal Computer Club (NOPCC) is a private non-profit organization chartered under the State of Louisiana. Its purpose is to provide an open forum for discussion
and education of the membership in the use and application of PCs, peripheral equipment and software. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the author (s) and do not
necessarily reflect those of the NOPCC , its members or its officers. The club does not verify for accuracy the articles in this newsletter and leaves verification of accuracy to its readers.
Articles in this newsletter may be duplicated as long as credit is given to the author (s) and the NOPCC. Annual Dues Schedule: Regular Member, $40/yr.; Family Membership, $60/yr.;
and Students (under 21) , $20/yr. Meetings are held at 6:30 on the 1st Wednesday of each month at Harahan Senior Center, 100 Elodie, Harahan, Louisiana.

NOPCC Directory
Elected Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director At Large
Director At Large
Director At Large

Walt Christensen
Mike York
Ray Paternostro
Kevin Kratzberg
Tom Gaffney
Bill Howard
Mary Prinz

Newsletter
Public Relations
Programs
Webmaster

Kevin Kratzberg
Tom Gaffney
A.J Levy
Mike York

president@nopc.org
vp@nopc.org
secretary@nopc.org
treasurer@nopc.org
director1@nopc.org
director2@nopc.org
director3@nopc.org

982-3705
738-5997
737-9099
460-9337
831-1279

Standing Committees
editor@nopc.org
director1@nopc.org
pr@nopc.org
webmaster@nopc.org

460-9337

738-5997

Special Interest Groups
New User Sig

Ray Paternostro

secretary@nopc.org

738-5997

Other Important Numbers / Addresses
Club Hotline
NOPCC Web Site

Recorded messages. Meeting Information. Open 24 Hours
On the World Wide Web. Our own home page and club information.

454-6050

www.nopc.org

