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Ray Paternostrol
Greg Wilde

By now you’re probably tired of reading about how much better Windows 7 is than Vista.
me too, so let’s spend some time examining some of the things you can do with a flash
drive other than mere data storage. A USB flash drive consists of a flash memory data storage device integrated with a USB (Universal Serial Bus) interface. USB flash drives are
easily removable, and much smaller than a floppy disk. They are rewritable, and usually
weigh less than an ounce. There is a wide range of storage capacities with the most common being from 2 GB to 32 GB. Higher capacities up to 256 GB tend to be pricey.

Harahan Senior
Center
Wed Oct. 7th

6:30 pm
102 Elodie St

One of the most useful things you can do with a flash drive is to run portable applications.
Open Office, for example, is a free suite of programs that includes a word processor,
spreadsheet, data manager, presentation tool, and drawing package. You can store the suite
as a portable application, and run it on any computer that supports Windows. Firefox and
Con’t on page 3
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Our presenters will be the world-reknowned (drum roll
please) Ray Paternostro. He may have some help from additional world-reknowned NOPC members.
Greg Wilde will also do a 30 minute presentation of
Common computer problems.
Wed May 5th
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102 Elodie St
6:30 pm
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WUBI?
What The Heck Is A WUBI?
By Jim McKnight, Director, Los Angeles Computer Society, CA
www.lacspc.org
jim.mcknight (at) lacspc.org
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

The Windows-based Ubuntu Installer (WUBI) is a
program that allows you to install and remove Ubuntu-Linux from within Microsoft Windows (98,
2000, XP, Vista, or Windows 7). WUBI automatically
creates a dual boot option that lets a Microsoft Windows user try Ubuntu without risking any data loss
due to disk formatting or partitioning. Normally, installing Ubuntu or any version of Linux on a system
that is also running Windows Is intimidating and very
risky. Total failure to boot Windows is a common result.
WUBI to the rescue: The WUBI installer is
now included on every Ubuntu Live CD and easily
installs Ubuntu INSIDE of windows (all versions),
and in the same partition (drive letter) as Windows if
you like. The install process is like any other program
installed in Windows. Installing this way is sooooo
easy. Also, when you want to remove Ubuntu, you
just go to Add/Remove Programs and remove it like
any other program running under Windows.
Dual-boot: After the installation, a new (dual)
boot option screen appears right after power up, allowing you to select whether you want to run either
Windows standalone or Ubuntu standalone.
Wow, what a great way to play with Linux/
Ubuntu without the hassle of partitioning the hard
drive and dealing with those messy dual-boot managers like GRUB or GAG. Yuck (Yes, those are real acronyms. Not the Yuck. It just means yuck).
To start the process, you need an Ubuntu Live
(Install) CD that you or a friend has downloaded and
burned. You can also go to the Ubuntu website and
have them mail you a free CD (10 weeks).
To install Ubuntu using WUBI, just insert the
"Ubuntu Install CD" while Windows is running. Do
not boot the CD. The CD should start. If not, go to My
Computer, open the CD and click on wubi.exe. When
Con’t on page 5

Nopc Information
Meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday
of the month at the Harahan Senior
Center.
Time: 6:30
102 Elodie St.
Harahan, LA 70123
—————————————————————-

Programmer’s/Advance User sig
Next Meeting scheduled for May 12th.
7:00pm
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of
every month at New Horizons
3rd floor.
Please park in rear parking garage (free).

—————————————————————-

New/Intermediate User Sig
Bring your computer problems to Ray.
Yes you can bring your computer to the
meeting.
Send your questions to Ray before meeting via email. new-user@nopc.org
Advantages of emailing questions:
Email questions get piroty during
meeting.
More complete answers and less
delay during meeting.
[Your editor will follow this request as well.]
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Thunderbird are also available as mobile applications.
Having office applications, email, and an internet browser all
pooled in a portable drive you can carry on a key chain is a
powerful combination. If you want more go to
www.portableapps.com for an open source platform that
works with iPods and portable hard drives in addition to flash
drives. The platform is not only free, but it’s a full function
site. You are not limited to a trial period or a limited function
subset. There is no sign in requirement, and no necessity to
provide even an email address. Go for it.

cute the command.) At the prompt type: List Disk
You will see a list of all your hard drives, partitions, optical
drives, card reader drives, and flash drives. Identify the optical
drive that contains the Windows 7 installation disk and the
flash drive you’re working with. For this example we’ll assume the flash drive is disk #4, also designated as G and the
optical drive is disk #2, also designated as D.
At the command prompt type: Select Disk 4
Run the following commands:

Everyone wants a faster system. With either Windows Vista or
Windows 7, the built-in ReadyBoost feature can speed up your
computer with a USB flash drive. ReadyBoost takes the storage space on a USB flash drive and converts it into an additional memory cache that supplements the main memory
cache on your primary disk drive. It can do this because flash
memory is faster than regular disk drives. It’s faster because it
has no moving parts, and you can get a noticeable improvement in response time. Implementing ReadyBoost is simplicity itself. Insert the USB flash drive into the USB slot on your
computer and follow the configuration prompts.

Clean

If you work or live in an environment where other folks have
physical access to your computer you can use your flash drive
to lock everyone else out of your PC. There is no built-in utility like ReadyBoost for this, but you can download a free tool
called Predator from www.brothersoft.com that provides this
function. Predator uses a standard USB flash drive as an access control device. After performing a short installation and
configuration process, your flash disk becomes a key that will
lock and unlock your PC. When you leave your PC remove
the USB flash drive. This causes the screen to go blank while
disabling the mouse and keyboard. When you ready to resume, put the flash drive back, and everything returns to normal. Move over, Mr. Bond, Predator is here.

Exit

All the preceding capabilities are very convenient, but how
would you like to carry around a portable operating system? If
you are willing to expend a little time and energy you can configure a USB flash drive to be a bootable Windows 7 drive.
You will need a flash drive with a capacity of al least 8 gigabytes, and of course a Windows 7 installation disk. Start out
by inserting your flash drive into its USB socket and inserting
the Windows 7 installation disk in the optical drive. Please
make a note of the drive letters. This is essential for successful
installation.
Preparing the flash drive is the next step. Click on the Start
orb and type: Diskpart
Pressing Enter opens a command window. (After typing a
command at the command prompt always press Enter to exe-
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Create
Primary
Partition Select Partition 1
Active Format FS=FAT32
Assign

This series of commands erased extraneous material from the
flash drive, created an active primary partition, and formatted
it with the FAT32 file system. The next step is to copy the
Windows 7 installation files to the flash drive.
At the command prompt type: Xcopy D:*.* /S/E/F G
In this example D is the drive housing the Windows 7 installation disk and G is the USB flash drive. The command copies
the installation files to the flash drive, and when it finishes you
have a bootable Windows 7 flash drive. The last thing you
need to do to make this work is go into the BIOS and make the
first bootable device the flash drive.
Carrying a flash drive around is obviously far more convenient than carrying a DVD, and has the additional advantage of
being faster than a DVD. This procedure also works for Windows Vista, but why bother when Windows 7 is here?

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses
require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).
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This and That or Things that May
Interest You
By Lynn Page, Editor Crystal River Users Group, Florida
www.crug.com
newsletter (at) crug.com

Windows 7
Shake
Minimize all windows but one whit shake, click and hold
down on the title bar and shake to maximize that windows and
minimize all others. Shake again to restore all.
Snap
Snap can display two windows side by side with each filling
half of the screen. With one window active press and hold the
Windows key while hitting the left or right arrow key. The
window snaps to that side. Do the same with the other window
but press the other arrow key while holding the Windows key
down.
To maximize a window with press and hold down the Windows key while hitting the up arrow key. To restore the window hold the Windows key and hit the down arrow button.
Snipping Tool
The snipping tool has been improved in Windows 7. You can
snip a whole window, a rectangular section of the screen, or
draw a freehand outline with your mouse or tablet pen. You
can save it as a graphic file or annotate with basic drawing
tools. And you no longer have the red snipping border.

Windows Mail
Windows Mail can handle a variety of different accounts. So
you can set up a single personal email account, or add a work
or other personal accounts and even newsgroups. With multiple accounts I like to put each account in a separate folder.
Add a User Account
In Windows Mail click Accounts in the Tools drop down
menu. Click the Add button select the type of account to add,
click Next, and then follow the instructions inputting the logon
and server information for the email account.
Delete a User Account
In Windows Mail click Accounts in the Tools drop down
menu. Select the account to remove and then click Remove.
Blocked Email Attachments
To protect your computer from file attachments that are commonly used to spread email viruses Windows Mail blocks certain types of files, like: .exe, .pif, and .scr files. When Windows Mail blocks an attachment, the Information bar displays
a message notifying you and listing the attachment that was
blocked.
To access blocked attachments close the message with the attachment. Then in the Tools drop down menu select Options.
Click the Security tab and clear the Do not allow Attachments
to be saved or opened that could potentially be a virus check
box. Next reopen the message. Once you access the attachment
it is better to repeat the process and block the attachments
again.
Junk Mail Folder
Windows Mail’s junk email filter is designed to catch obvious
spam and move them to the Junk e‑mail folder. helps manage
your Inbox to keep it free of unwanted email.
Change the Junk Email Protection Level
In the Tools drop down menu click Junk e‑mail Options and
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

set the protection level you want:
Move a Message from the Junk Email Folder to the Inbox
Open the Junk email folder and select the message to move to
the Inbox. In the toolbar point to Junk email and click Mark
as Not Junk in the drop down menu. The message is moved to
your Inbox.
Add Sender to the Blocked Senders List
Select a message from the sender to add to the Blocked Senders list. On the toolbar point to Junk email and then click Add
Sender to Blocked Senders List. This blocks all future messages from that specific sender.
Add Sender to the Safe Senders List
Select a message from the sender to add to the Safe Senders
list. On the toolbar point to Junk email, and then click Add
Sender to Safe Senders List. This allows all future messages
from that specific sender.

PAGE 5

Find your listing using Yahoo!'s People Search. Then use the
online Remove Phone Listing form and enter your name as it
appears in the listing.
Switchboard.com
Find your listing by searching Switchboard. Click the Remove this listing link beside the listing and provide your
email address.
Office 2007
Format Painter
The Format Painter is an easy way to copy formatting you
want to duplicate on other text. Select the text to copy the
format from, click the Format Painter button and then select
the text to format. To apply the same formatting to more than
one item, select the text with the formatting, double-click
Format Painter, and then select each word, phrase, or paragraph you want to apply formatting to. When finished, click
the Format Painter again or press ESC. Format Painter is
available in most Office programs.

Correct File Associations
If files are opening in the wrong application find one of the
files and right clip it. Then in Windows Vista, select Open
With and then Choose Default Program. From the list of programs select the program to use. Or Browse to add a program
to the list. Click to check the Always use the selected program to open this kind of file box and then click OK. In Windows XP, after right clicking the file select Open With. Then
find the program to use. or Browse to find another program.
Again, check Always use the selected program to open this
kind of file and click OK.
Remove Your Phone Number from Searches
Google
Search to find your listing in Google's PhoneBook. Then go
to Google's online PhoneBook Name Removal form and enter
the information as it appeared in the Google listing.
WhitePages.com
Find your listing on WhitePages.com. and at the bottom of
your listing click the small link that for "Is this you? Remove
your listing." Confirm the remove request.
Yahoo

Create a Theme from a Document
Themes are a valuable asset in Word and other Office files. A
theme is a combination of theme colors, theme fonts, and
theme effects. When you have generated a document with
just the perfect formatting you may want to use it again. So
save the formatting as a custom theme. With the document
open on the Page Layout tab, in the Themes group, click
Themes. At the bottom of the menu, click Save Current
Theme. Provide a file name and click save.
Use a Theme from another Document
If you didn’t create a theme from a document you can still
use it as a theme for a new document. Open the document
that you want to apply a different theme to and on the Page
Layout tab, in the Themes group, click Themes. At the bottom of the menu, click Browse for Themes. In the Choose
Theme or Themed Document dialog box, select the 2007 Office document that contains the theme to apply, and click
Open.

Con’t from page 2
you see the opening window, simply select "Install
Inside Windows". After that, you answer a few
questions about what drive letter, and how much
drive space you want to allow for Ubuntu.
That's it!
I have tried this under XP and Windows 7 and it is
flawless.
NOTES:
- Hibernation is not supported when installing Ubuntu via WUBI (for either Windows or Ubuntu).

- Follow these links for detailed WUBI operating
instructions:
http://wiki.ubuntu.com/ WubiGuide and here:
http://help.ubuntu.com/community/Wubi
- Ubuntu 32 bit can run under Windows 32 bit or
Windows 64 bit.

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses
require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).
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CLUB SUPPORTERS
THE SECRET GUIDE
TO COMPUTERS
The Secret Guide is available at every New
Orleans Personal Computer Club General
Meeting. The latest printing is available for
only $15.00. Or contact Ray Paternostro either
at: secretary@nopc.org or (504) 737-9099.

Inspiration:

“Strive not to be a success, but rather
to be a value.”
Albert Einstein

Humor :
“Normal is just a setting on the dryer”
Barbara Johnson
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The New Orleans Personal Computer Club (NOPCC) is a private non-profit organization chartered under the State of Louisiana. Its purpose is to provide an open forum for discussion
and education of the membership in the use and application of PCs, peripheral equipment and software. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the author (s) and do not
necessarily reflect those of the NOPCC , its members or its officers. The club does not verify for accuracy the articles in this newsletter and leaves verification of accuracy to its readers. Articles in this newsletter may be duplicated as long as credit is given to the author (s) and the NOPCC. Annual Dues Schedule: Regular Member, $40/yr.; Family Membership,
$60/yr.; and Students (under 21) , $20/yr. Meetings are held at 6:30 on the 1st Wednesday of each month at Harahan Senior Center, 102 Elodie St., Harahan Louisiana.

NOPCC Directory
Elected Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director At Large
Director At Large
Director At Large

Walt Christensen
Mike York
Ray Paternostro
Kevin Kratzberg
Tom Gaffney
Bill Howard
Mary Prinz

Newsletter Editor
Public Relations
Webmaster

Kevin Kratzberg
Tom Gaffney
Mike York

president@nopc.org
vp@nopc.org
secretary@nopc.org
treasurer@nopc.org
director1@nopc.org
director2@nopc.org
director3@nopc.org

982-3705
738-5997
287-4780
460-9337
831-1279

Standing Committees
editor@nopc.org
pr@nopc.org
webmaster@nopc.org

460-9337
738-5997

Special Interest Groups
Computer Programming
Internet
New/Intermediate Users

Elliot Mike York
Ray Paternostrol
Ray Paternostrol

mike@gnonug.org
internet-m@nopc.org
new-user@nopc.org

738-5997
737-9099
737-9099

Other Important Numbers / Addresses
Club Hotline
NOPC Web Site

Recorded messages. Meeting Information. Open 24 Hours
On the World Wide Web. Our own home page and club information.

887-5746

www.nopc.org

